Big Money. Big Lies.

When Irvine's big developers go low, they
goreally low! Eagerto pack the Council with
pro-developer puppets like Donald Wagner
and Christina Shea, FivePoint Communities
and its CEQ, Emile Haddad, wanted to elect
“the best Council that money can buy.” And,
on Movember Sth, that's what they got —
with one important exception.

Our JCNV front-page article describes
the disgusting $1.5 million campaign of
lies and smears conducted by Haddad and
other Irvine big developers — a campaign
of character assassination directed mainly at
growth-control candidate Mary Ann Gaido,
running for Mayor, and Melissa Fox, running
for City Coungil.

Fox survived the vicious assault, but
Gaido did not. Now, with the election over,
the question is whether Irvine’s damaged
local democracy and reputation for good
planning can survive. Please read our Page |
story and my personal perspective on Page 3.

The Brighter Side

On the brighter side, congratulations to
Melissa Fox on winning the open City Council
seat vacated by the retiring Beth Krom. For
16 years as a Councilmember (including 4
years as Mavor, from 2004-2008), Krom was
a class act — always moving forward with a
positive vision for Irvine's future. Beth Krom
leaves a rich progressive legacy for Fox to
embrace as she shows us her own leadership
qualitics in the months and years ahead.

As 2016 comes to an end, we here at
TCNV wish our readers and the entire
Irvine community happy holidays.

Franklin J. Lunding, Publisher and Editer

Get Irvine Conmumunity News & Views

Delivered Straight to Your INBOX.
www.IrvineCommunityNews.org

Developer Takeover?

Big Developers Spend
$1.5 Million to Elect

Wagner and Shea.

Donald Wagner is elected Mayor.

Christina Shea is re-elected to

Council. Melissa Fox wins open

Melissa Fox

Council seat, despite vicious developer-funded attack ads.

cginning last spring, Irvine mega-
B-.Icm:lopc:r FivePoint Communities
made clear its determination to
elect its own pro-developer candidates to
control the Irvine City Council.
FivePoint assembled its “team™ of
candidates that included termed-out State
Assemblyman Donald Wagner, running
for Mayor, and longtime Councilmember
Christina Shea and Planning Commissioner
Anthony Kuo, both running for Council.
According to sources close to the FivePoint
organization, Wagner, Shea and Kuo were
regarded as “reliable Y ES votes and cheer-
leaders for FivePoint’s fast-growth agenda.”

No Limits on Spending

For FivePoint, there were apparently
no limits on what they were prepared
to spend to elect the “right” candidates,
who would advance their growth-and-
development  interests, and dramati-
cally boost their profits. With a new,
pro-developer majority,  FivePoint
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could expect City Council approval
of land-us¢ and zone changes to
build yet thousands more houses and
apartments in Irvine,

By Election Day, FivePoint and other
developers spent a record-breaking $1.5
miliion — most of it in hard-to-trace “dark
money™ and “gray money” — flowing
through layers of out-of-town political
committees. These committees, in turn,
spent more than 3700000 per week in
Irvine — most of it on vicious smears
and lies aired on TV, radio, and in onling
and direct-mail attack ads. These ads
targeted grassroots, growth-control candi-
dates Mary Ann Gaido, running for Mayor,
and Melissa Fox, who was running for
City Council.

== continued on page 2 —-

See Page 3 — “ElectionWatch”
— for more analysis of the
FivePoint developer-funded

Irvine campaign.
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~+ continued from page 1+ [Jeyglopers Spend Record $1.5 Million on Irvine Election

Close Election Result

When the Now. 8th Irvine election votes
were finally counted, Wagner edged out
Gaido for Mayor by less than 5 percent. Shea
won re-clection to her Council seat. But
FivePoints developer-funded campaign
spending orgy wasn't enough to elect Coungil
candidate Anthony Kuo. Despite hundreds
of thousands of dollars spent attacking her
honesty and integrity, attorney and City
Commissioner Melissa Fox finished ahead
of Kuo by nearly 3,000 votes, winning
the Council seat left open by retiring
Councilmember Beth Krom.

Commenting on her victory, Fox said

been eroding Irvine’s quality of life, hurting
property values, and damaging the Citys
reputation for good planning.

According to Council watchers, another
test of the new City Council’s resolve on
growth-and-development issues will likely
come in early 2017. Will the new Council
yet again reaffirm the City’s 2014 and 2016
dedication of 125 acres of land in the Great
Park for a Southern California Veterans
Memorial Park and Cemetery? Orwill Shea,
joined by Wagner, once again lead a fight to
derail the Vieterans Cemetery at the Great Park
in favor of FivePoints “land-swap™ proposal?

This land-swap, which has been derided

*“I am grateful to the voters for selecting me to serve the
residents of Irvine for the next four years. But, I was
appalled at how ugly and personal the election campaign
became.The lies and smears used by FivePoint and other
developers against me and other Council candidates, and
especially against Mayoral candidate Mary Ann Gaido,

were disgraceful. Irvine deserves better. ”
- MELISSA FOX

“Damn! With another million dollars
in vicions atfack ads against Melissa
Foox, we could have elected Anthony Kuo.
I do my best work with ar least three
puppets en the frvine City Council.”

additional houses, condominiums and apart-
ments at the Great Park. According to experts,
this kind of entitlement giveaway would likely
result in an added %1 billion in windfall profits
for Haddad and FivePoints investors,

Councilmembers Jeff Lalloway and
Lynn Schott have previously held firm
“I am grateful to the voters for selecting me by former Irvine Mayor and Councilmember  in their support for a Veterans Cemetery
to serve the residents of Irvine for the next  Larry Agran as a “land swindle at the expense  on the 125-acre parcel of land within the
four years. But, | was appalled at how ugly  of Orange County veterans,” was promoted  Great Park. In the past, Melissa Fox has been
and personal the election campaign became, by Shea, Wagner, and Kuo last spring at the  strong in her support as well, [fthe three —
The lies and smears used by FivePoint and
other developers against me and other Council
candidates, and especially against Mayoral
candidate Mary Ann Gaido, were disgraceful.
Irvine deserves better.”

Veterans Cemetery: Testing the
New City Council in 2017

Following the scheduled December 13th
swearing-in of Donald Wagner as Mayor,
and Christina Shea and Melissa Fox as
Councilmembers, the newly constituted
five-member City Council is expected to get
down to work in January. 1t remains to be  behest of FivePoints President and CEQ,

Councilmembers Lalloway, Schott, and Fox
seen if the Mayor and Council will address  Emile Haddad. The proposal calls upon the  — demonstrate solidarity on the Veterans
the widespread resident anger regarding the  City Council to move the planned 125-acre  Cemetery, it could signal the emergence of
Citys growth-and-development policies —  Veterans Cemetery out of the Great Park and  a Couneil working majority on this and
the fast-growth policies that have produced  re-zone the 125 acres and other nearby land  other important land-use and development

the city-wide traffic nightmare which has  so FivePoint can build as many as 10,000 issues,
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IrVine Ele Ctio nwatCh by Franklin J. Lunding, Publisher

My pest-election view, which is probably
shared by a majority of Irvine residents, is
that we have just witnessed a remarkable,
historie, and downright awful 2016 campaign
— both nationally in the race for President
and in the Irvine races for Mayor and City
Coungil.

Full disclosure: I"'m a lawyer, business-
man, and civie activist who formerly served
on the Irvine Planning Commission
and, before that, as Chair of the Irvine
Transportation Commission. [ am a lifelong
centrist Republican. Locally, as Publisher of
Trvine Contnrnnity News & Flews,

5100000 Per Week in Attack Ads

They spent lavishly — typically more
than S/00.000 per week — on polling,
messaging, on many hundreds of TV and
radio attack ads, on perhaps thousands of
internet attack ads, and on dozens of direct
muail “hit pieces” in a caleulated campaign of
lies and smears against Mary Ann Gaido and
other Irvine Council candidates.

Campaign finance records show that
Wagner and Shea together raised and spent
about 350,000 — just 3 pereent of what the
big developers and special interests spent

Wagner was the only candidate for Mayor
who refused to sign the Pledge, Now, we can
sce why. He no doubt knew that FivePoint
and other developers were going o run a
“seurrilous” campaign on his behalf. Shea
and Kuo signed the Pledge, but clearly never
intended to honor the promises they made,

Hall of Fame...Hall of Shame
To her everlasting credit, former two-
term Councilmember and longtime Planning
Commissioner Mary Ann Gaido, ran a true
grassrools campaign on a principled growth-
control platform. Her campaign was her own

I am proud that this community

newspaper  endorsed  Mary 51"“, the F

Ann Gaido for Mayor and {rom

Melissa Fox for City Couneil.
Developer-Funded

“Outsourced™ Campaigns

MNormally, regardless of the
outcome in a local election, |
would be congratulating cach
of the winners in lrvine on
running a successful campaign.
So, hearty congratulations to
Melissa Fox on her brave and
successful run for City Council.
But as for the other “winners”
= Donald Wagner, who beat
Gaido by less than 5 percent;
and Chnstina  Shea, who
finished on top in a field of 11
candidates for City Council — |
will et congratulate them on

Big Developers, Big Mon

arrah K
petting

ey, Big Lics, FivePoimt Communitics and ather Irvine
developers spent over 51 million on viclons TV and online ads, and dozens of Irvine “Hall of Fame” and
direct-muail “hit pieces™ fabove) attacking Council candidates Melissa Fox and
Farrah Kahn, and mayoral candidate Mary Ann Gaido, For the record: Gaido's
dlyear mecting attendance record (96%) is the best, and she has the Cip’s
strangest record of voting against overdevelopment. A UCH professor described g = :
wihat ook place in Irvine as an anprecedented developer-funded campaign of SPC‘N“' recognition. While
“lies, swcars and character assassination,”

— meeting her campaign
budget goal of $100,000 with
hundreds of small donations
from residents who respected
the City's campaign contribu-
tion limit of $470 per donor,
A measure of Mary Ann
Gaidos grassroods strength
was that she lost to Wagner
by just 4.7 percent (38.2%
to  33.5%) despite being
outspent at least 15 to 1.

An avid reader of Irvine
Commumity News & Fews
recently suggested to me that
TCNV should establish an

publish the names of citizens
whose exemplary  service

to the community warrants

we're giving this suggestion

running a winning campaign.
Why? Because, the plain trah is that they
didn 't ran tfeeir ewn campaigns af alf!

Campaign records already on hand reveal
that last spring and summer, apparently
with a wink-and-a-nod, Wagner and Shea
(and alzo Council candidate Anthony Kuo)
“outsourced” their campaigns to Irvine
mega-developer  FivePoint  Communities
and other big developer interests, Led by
FivePoint and its CEQ, Emile Haddad, these
pro-development interests then raised and
laundered hundreds of thousands of dollars
through an array of out-of-town “independent
expenditure” committees. These so-called
“LE” committees, run by very expensive
professional political operatives — oflen
called “hit men” or “hired liars™ — then spent
51.5 million {mavbe more) in Irvine.

on their behalf, mostly attacking other
candidates.

What we witnessed was the most
disgusting, dishonest campaign ever run in
Irvine. FivePoint’s “dark money™ and “gray
money” campaign was intended 1o sap
anytfiing and do everything to elect a trio of
obedient pro-developer candidates: Wagner,
Shea and Council candidate Anthony Kuo.
Thankfully, Kuo was defeated by Melissa
Fox. Fox finished second and won the seat
being vacated by Councilmember Beth Krom.

The State Code of Campaign Condust,
signed by most Irvine candidates, is a
voluntary Pledge by candidates for local
office to not engage in “scurrilous”™ attacks,
including character assassination, and to
not permit others to do so “on your behalf.”

serious consideration, let me
just say now that if we do establish a Hall of
Fame, my first nominee will be Mary Ann
Gaido, whose 40 years of service and devotion
to good planning and growth-control has
enriched the quality of life in Irvine.

I"m suggesting we establish a companion
“Hall of Shame,” to note the bad actors in our
community who have engaged in especially
harmful and even shameful conduct. After
observing their harmful and, yes, shameful
conduct in Irvine’s recent clection, | nominate
corporate “citizen” FivePoint Communities
and its President and CEO, Emile Haddad,
for the Mo. 1 spot in the Irvine Hall of
Shame. And, of course, Haddad’s obedient
beneficiaries and puppets — Donald Wagner
and Christina Shea — have camed a place in
the 2016 Hall of Shame, as well.
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THANK YouU To THESE OUTSTANDING BUSINESSES...

WHERE You Can Pick Up IrRvINE CommuniTy NEws & VIEWS

IRVINE AUTO CENTER
Adton & Jeflrey * Morm Reeves Honda

+ Chronic Tacos = Donut Star = Ralphs
= Mario's Shoe Repalr

ALTON SQUARE

= Astoria al Cemiral Park West

AUTO CARE CENTER + EI Torlto * EvoFiinessUSA

Irvine Center Dr. & Hubble
= Auto Craft = Big O Tires
= Car Tech = Irvine Amto Hepair
= Jifly Lube = The Swedish Mechanle

+ Toscana Luxury Apartments

IRVINE MARKET PLACE

Irvine Blvd. & Jamboreo
+ IHOP

CAMPUS PLAYA

Campus & California
* Albertsons = Ginn's Pizza
= Hen House Grill « Vitality Bowls

IRVINE VILLAGE CENTER

JefTrey & DIrvine Center Dr,

CROSSROADS

= Irvine Valley Animal Hospital
Culver & Barranca « Thal Spice
* Paradize Bowls « Floyds Barbershop

CULVER PLAZA SHOPPING
CENTER

NOHTHPARK PLAZA

SHOPPING CENTER
Culver & Irvine Blved.
Culver & Irvine Center Drive « Champagne French Bakery Cafe

* All That Barbeque ¢ Korean BR()
= Postal Annex « The Car Spa

JelTrey & Alton

CYPRESS VILLAGE SHOPPING
CEMTER = Daphne’s Greek Cafe = Gelson’s
+ Jack’s Surfboards

Jellrey & Trabuco

= e = = Makrar Sushi Bar - Japanese Restaurant
Alberizony = Al Amir s Henvy Pl = Mustard Cafie » Orange Theory Fitness

+ Da Luau Hawaiian CGrill

DIAMOND JAMBOREE

Alton & Jambaree IRVINE BLVD,
* Lower Level - Food Court Seating = W :
+ Square Room Escape » Tokys Table Katie Wheeler Library

= Upper Crust Pleea

OLD MYFORD ROAD &

OLD TOWX IRVINE

EL TORO AUTO CENTER . .
Sand Camyon & 5 Fwy

+ Fresh Start Plano Studis

* Knowhvood * Denmys

Jeronimo & Orange Ave,
= Harley™s Garage

HARVARD & MICHELSON

* Irvine Lames Culver & Portola

= Greem Cleaners

HARVARD PLACE « Peet's Coffee & Tea

Harvard & Main

+ Eimstein Brothers Bagels
= :Inblmﬁqﬂl BEIT‘} o East Yale Loop & Barranca
= Irvime ry = D Ruth Tang, D %

* Nutrbshop/Sports Natrition o E: Jcn:.r:;-’:“h:,;l;s

= Homeymee lee Cream Halphs

* Rubio's = Togo's, Great Sandwiches PARK PLACE

Michelson & Jamboree

Waloul & Yale * Slul.l.l Dry Lounge = Starbucks
« Hertage Park Reglonal Library ~ * “VPress Mailbexes

HERITAGE PLAZA I ENTENGAR R

Culver & Walnut i e
« Calfé Bene « Caspian Restaurant 'Al-‘i[ Mlil-'(-'ﬂ'lwrﬂ- Postal Annex
« Super Irvine International Market  * Pr-Sarlitt, Dr. Vo - Optomstry

* Ralphs * Maxwell's Salon of London « Pho-Tasia

IRVINE BUSINESS COMPLEX

* FastFrame - Irvine = Gymbsares - Trvine

* The Nail Bar « Heaven Spa & Salon

OAK CREEK SHOPPING CENTER

ORCHARD HILLS VILLAGE CENTER

2 OSBORN 5T.

QUAIL HILL SHOPPING CENTER
Sand Canyon

= Albertsons = Starbucks

« Johnmy's Heal MY, Pieea

= Matraj's Tandoori - Indian Food

= Chill Plstachlos Frozen Treats

SAND CANYON PLAEA

Sand Canyon & Irvine Center Dr

* Irvine Bicyches
= Dak Creek Pet Hosplial

= Sand Camnyon Barber

STONECREEK PLAZA

Barranca in Woadbridge

= Las Fajitas Grill
+ Stonecreek Barbers

UNMIVERSITY PARK CENTER

Culver & Michelson
= Amci Pirea & Pasta + Java Bakery Calé
= Mag's Donuts & Bakery
*Tacos & Co. + The Shoe Clinkc

UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER

Campus Dr.
= California Gogl - Korcan Grill
+ Eurcka® « Ray's Pizn - New York Style
= Yushoken - leakaya & Ramen

THE VILLAGE AT IRVINE

SPECTRUM CENTER
Prism & Spectrum
* Starbucks « Village Market

WALNUT VILLAGE CENTER

Culver & Walnut

= CurvesUenmy Cralg « Starbucks Coflee
= Subway » Yes Cleaners

WESTPARK PLAZA

Alton & Culver

» Dickey's Barbeque Pit
= Starbucks Coflec
= Sprouts Farmers Market

WOODBRIDGE MEDICAL

CENTER
Barranca & Woodbridge Square
* Woadbridge Walk-In Urgent Care
W {]{}I)BRII[I(;E VILLAGE
CEATER
Barranca & Creek

= Champagne French Bakery Cafié
* Irvine Car Wash

WOODBURY TOWN CENTER
Sand Canyon & Irvine Blvd.

* GNC = NIKO NIKO Sushi
= Ralphs = Rock o Road Cyelery

Follow Us on Facebook at:
Facebook.com/IrvineCommunityNews

The Coupon Connection

Tomas Pavlik, Owner
049-247-1303
mmmlikﬁ@gmailh :

www.ab-cleaning.net
Residential and Commercial

MNew customers receive $20 OFF

first order over 5100%

53ji2i740,

AT Sy Park Cleca | Irvine, CA 92814
hﬁlmw“ u:ﬂi
mm-nﬂnﬂhdhmnﬁmnl

AB Cleaning Services

* House/Office Window Cleaning ./j License 8 675961
* Home Organization - \

4

Classical « Jazz = Electric Rock

President = Orange County Guirar Circle

Master's in Commercial Music/CSULA
Bachelor of Arts/UCLA

Lessons at your home or mine.
(Mear 1-405 & Culver D)

310.435.1705
pavamlarijani@alumni.uch.edu

PRIVATE GUITAR LFssms I

Dectorate in Music Arte/Claremont University

A iCracked

service
REPAIR & TRADE-IN

Jason Tu
(949) 347-5086
Jason. Tu@iTechs.com

Let us help you spread the word about your business throughout Irvine!

$10

YOUR NEXT
SCREEN REPAIR

Certified iTech

[Pty Shy Sesl Pwe e

www.iCracked.com

: Put your coupon
' HERE
i Contact Jackie

| Jackie@irvinecommunitynews.org

L_-------____J

Shop in Irvine

Call or email Jackie Baillie, Advertising Coordinator *+ 949-226-2313 + Jackie@irvinecommunitynews.org
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Impressive in Irvine wseiasin

As our FCNV writers and contributors work their way around Irvine, they have the pleasure
of meeting a remarkable array of people. Many are amazingly dedicated to their business, craft
or special talent ... and willing to generously share their storfes with others. We find these individuals — all of
them nelghbors, many of them our friends — to be “Impressive in Irvine.”

*Sarita Sidhi was born in India. She grew up in England, and has lived in Tevine for 14 years. She is an English as a Second
Language teacher (www.englation.com), and an advecate for Fair Trade. Please send comments and suggestions for people
Sarita Sidhu we miiglet feature on this page fo: sarifai@ irvine compuniynews. org.

Test Ride Today!

Mnn‘: Johnson is a smart, passionate,
h Irvi . At th
L LS SR - Green - 28MPIEL - 85 Miles

threshold of his 30th birthday, he is the owner of

rEcycles, a nearby start-up electric bike company.

Ware Jolinson on
an i Ly Talioe :
far e-bike,

\

A graduate of Woodbridge High School, Marc's
fondest memories of growing up in Irvine are all
about the outdoors on his bike...exploring trail
systems...racing... building BMX dirt jumps with
his friends, usually on empty lots in Irvine.

Mares love of bikes included the mechanical
side too. So, while working at various bike shops
as a young man, he developed great expertise in
their construction. At the same time, as he gained
knowledge about computers and coding, he began
to develop a keen appreciation of the complexity
and sophistication of a new kind of bicycle —
electric bikes.

The rEcycles workshop and showroom.

"-w-'*""_]/

The Great Equalizer

Marc was born with a congenital heart defect,
which required open-heart surgery when he was
just 18 months old. The successful surgery allowed
him to grow up leading an active life. Then, at 19
years of age, Marc was diagnosed with a mitral
valve prolapse. After successful heart surgery, his
symptoms of fatigue and weakness faded, but the
kind of intense and extended bike riding he had
previously enjoyed now left him utterly exhausted.

This was when Mare came to fully embrace
electric bikes, professionally and personally. He
now calls electric bikes “the great equalizer” An
electric bike allows you — even if you have health
or fitness issues — to keep up the pace and go long
distances, relying on the assistance that electric
power provides.

Catching the Second Wave

As a follower of industry news, Mare knew
that the second wave of electric bikes, with their
lithium-ion batteries, would revolutionize elecinic
biking. The first generation of high-weight and
low-power bikes would be replaced with low-weight
and high-power alternatives.

Jumping on the opportunity, Marc opened up his
rEcycles workshop and business in October of 2015,
Initially, he focused his business on comverting
Electra Townies — a popular, high-quality “beach
cruiser” that is known for its patented technology.
and enhanced comfort and stability — into an
electric bike, Mare knew that many people in
Orange County already had Electra Townies in
their garages, so spending around 31,500 1o convert
the bike into a top-guality electric bike should be
an casy sell. He proved to be nght. According to
Mare, the finished product is of a higher quality

www.ebikesupply.com

rEcycles

ELECTRIC BIKES

than the equivalent, more expensive Pedego bike.

Although he continues to offer an array of
custom bike conversions (he has converted five
tricvcles so far, for clients with disabilities),
Marc has transitioned to offering pre-assembled,
purpose-built electric bikes. His main supplier is
Easy Motion, the leader in the technology wave,
Mare zavs, “Easy Motion bikes offer the finest
biomechanical integration, which allows, for
example, the maintenance of a specific heart rate
throughout a nide.”

Whether alone, or with friends and family, drop
by BMarc Johnson's rEcycles workshop, 16722 Hale
Avenue #102 in the Irvine Business Complex, near
Barranca and Jamboree. Mare will show you around
and patiently match you to the e-bike that fits you
best. He offers free test
rides throughout the
vear, and a mobile
rental program in the
summertime.

Ltz fold-wp o-bike,

Twa Hu-nli .ﬁnr_].tlﬂ'-—- the mmdmnnu-f hc_n'h frewr)
ix movdified to be an e-bike (fromnil,

The Irvine Ranch Conservancy (IRC) offers a wide range of fun and interactive activities —
yoga, hiking, mountain biking, equestrian programs, habitat restoration projects and much more!
You can explore Irvine wilderness and open space areas throughout the year!

Most of the activities are free and led by IRC-Certified volunteers, but you must register
prior to each event. For more information on events, or to register, go to: LetsGoOutside.org

The Irvine Open Space Preserve is ideal for exploring the outdoors from the
back of your mountain hike. If you’re new to mountain biking, check out a
variety of skills clinics hosted by the City of Irvine in partnership with Irvine
Ranch Conservancy, where you will learn and practice riding techniques
and trail etiquette. If you're already an experienced rider, join docent-led
rides through the City of Irvine’s Bommer Canyon, where visitors can climb
over 2,700 feet in elevation on ranch roads and single-irack trails. All guided
programs are free and opan to the puhlie with required pre-registration.

rE-.-n:les

ELECTRIC BIKES
B05.387.3673
WWWERIKEINFPLT.COM

&

WFEF IR BT ST ETEE L




December 2016

December 2016 Serving the Villages and Neighborhoods of Irvine Page 8 Serving the Villages and Neighborhoods of Irvine Page 9
C ity Calend D ber 2016/J 2017
Mast iEEES ﬂf Sunday Monday Iuesday Wednesday Iursday Friday Saturday Aduplahle Pel uf ‘Ihe Mn“lh
1 p I :
Cahforma Art gl s | 6 8 | ¢ 4 71| Eachissue we feature one
- Homa for the Holldays Bralny Bookworms, Twilight Hike, Bunco at the Family Night Program Rita's $luffed Animal Sleepover. | Seasoned Chets Cullnary “adoptable” pet from the Invine
The Irvine - Pel Adoplion. Irvine Animal | Book group for 2nd and Orchard Hills, 3:15-5:15pm. | Ramcho Senlor Centar, al Herltage Park Library, Heritage Park Library, Bring one | Workshop. OC Great Park Farm Animal Care Center.
Museum presents 505 Care Canter.10am-3pm. 3rd graders. Katle Wheeler | 1ne ) segooutsie org First Wednesdays. Wonderiul World of Reading of your favorite stutfed animals | + Food Lab. 10-11am. The Irvine Animal Care Canter
Masterpieces of i Info: 849-724-7740 Library. 4pm. g i 12:30-3pm. $5. with Veniriloquist Jim Adams. 1o the library for an avermight (IACC) is a progressive and

California Art

now through

January 19, 2017.

The exhibition

is a remarkable ik o
display of some of ol
the most celebrated works painted in
California between 1890 and 1940.
This noteworthy exhibition combines
works from the collection of The

Irvine Museum as well as magnificent
paintings from several important
private lenders.

Tuesday through Saturday,
11am to 5pm. Museum closed
Sundays and Mondays.

Info: IrvineMusenm.org

Holiday Toy Drive

Help make the season brighter
for Irvine’s adopted Marine Battalion
families by donating a new,
unwrapped gift suitable for infants
or children through age 12,
Donations will be accepted at
the Irvine City Hall, Irvine Police
Department and the Orange County
Great Park Visitors Center.

Donations accepted
Monday-Friday.
Now through December 11th.
7i30am-5:30pm
Info: Citvoflrvine.org

Intg: 714-669-8753

Into; 549-724-6800

BUNCO

pm.
Infio: 949-936-4040

adwenture with Rita!
Drop-oft 3-4:45pm.

Plck-up 12110 a1 E‘ Y
11am, | m
.

Info: 945-036-4040 |,

Info:; 865-829-3829

Cartined Farmers Markel.
0C Great Park.

Raln or shine. 10am-2pm.
Into: 866-829-3820

Katle Wheeler Library. Spm.
Info: 714-669-8753

1

Teen Advisory Group (TAG).

IUSD Board Maaling.
5050 Barranca Parkway,
Irvine. &:30pm.

Into: 949-836-5000

City Councll Mealing.
Invine Chvic Cantar.
Spm.

we ‘.c e

Slarytime In The Garden.
OC Great Park Farm +
Food Lab. 9-9:45am.
Info: 866-529-3829

[ ;Iﬂ @
Planning Commission Meeting. | Flow Yoga In the Hills. :

Invine City Hall, 5:30pm.
Info: 949-724-6465

Qichard Hils.
12:30-1:30pm.

Into: LetsGoOutside org

’

Mounlain Blke Rida.
Bommer Canyon. 8-11am.

Info: LatsGoCulside,ong

innevative municipal animal
shelter that continually strives
to strengthen the human-animal bond and improve

the welfare of animals by promoting their humane

care and treatment. The Center's 3.73 acre, park-like facility
cares for thousands of homeless, neglected and abused animals
every year. All animals in their care receive veterinary eare,
high-quality food, soft bedding and daily social

ialization.
“Grady” is a male, neuterad, blue domestic
shorthair mie. He is almost 4 vears old.
For more information about Grady and other
adoptable pets, or the IACC, call 949-724-7740
or email: info@irvineshelter.org

Cartiled Farmers Markal.
OC Great Park.
Rain or ghine, 10am-2pm,
Info: 866-829-3820

Afler Wark Filness Hika.
Paved Hicks Haul Road.
£-7:30pm.

Info: LetsGoOutside.ong

m

Intarnatlonal Discussion
Group. Rancho Santor Canter.
Partichpate In thought-
provoking conversations
about cument natlonal

and International toplcs.
9:30am. Third Tuesdays,

Info: Bob Meyars,
949-TR6-2007

Mid-Waook Hike.

Agua Chinon and the Sinks.
gam-1pm.

Info: LetsGoOutside.org

New Dimenslan Exhibilion.
Irvine Fine Arts Canter, 4-6pm,

Info: 849-724-6880

Movie Malines.
Lakevlew Senlor Canter,
Fridays at 12:15pm.

Infoc 949-724-5900

ap

Chanukah
Bbeqins at sundown.

JANUARY

Mew Year's Day.
Happy New Yaar!

Short Story Book Club,
Herttage Park Library.
2:30pm.

Info: 949-936-4040

— |

Maslerpleces of Callfornta

11am-5pm.
Info: Irvinehusaumm.ong

L ]
W Tha e Prsamd
. e frkad 8

overay)

& Ol on cemam

- DR TR

B Collecticn of Fairacis

Hwﬂm.ima:hi‘biﬁm at Inrlm Filu Ms mmr v A Lo s, Wl | ol

Arl, Irving Muséum Exhibition.

Live Music al Eurakal

4143 Campus Dr. Each Thursday
night Eurekal features Live Musk:
at their University Towm Cenler
Iocation? Spm. Info: S48-596-8581

Grazville Redmond
Flowers Under the Oaks

New Wmenslan Exhibilion.
Irving Fine Arts Centar.

New Dimension Tocuses on
art practices that bridge the
disciplings of painting and
sculpture, 4-6pm. Exhibit

uns from November 19, 2016
1o January 21, 2017.

Inbo: 949-724-6380

Colin Caspbell cn-n-.m (1Be5-1577)
Balboa Park

Guy Rose (1867-1925)
The Blue House

Creail Park Balloon Ride

For further information on Clty of Irvine events go to: citvofirvine.org or call 949-724-6606. '*JD s Thary £, wonthor pormiiting. . 1)

Call (B8] S19-3829,

Pet” Adoplion Tair

SUNDAY, DEC. 4, 2016
10 a.m. = 3 p.m,
Sponsored by the Irvine Animal Care Center,
Home for the Holidays

Pet Adoption Fair features more than 500 dogs,
cats and rabbits available for adoption, along with
pet-related vendors, a silent auction, raffle prizes,

Ask-A-Vet and Ask-A-Trainer booths plus much more,
Suggested donation is §5 per family; parking is free,

Info: 949-724-7740

Couples & Singles
Hilton OC Airport
Book Tickets at:

werw, LemondropClub.com

Live Band & DJ
4 Course Dinner

Cwr 11th Year, Always Sells Out
Mate Infa

949-378-6600
SNHEARNE @gmail.com




Why not enjoy Irvine art exhibits over the holidays?

Irvine Fine Arls Cenfer,
New Dimension focuses
on art practices that bridge
the disciplines of painting
and sculplure. Exhibition
uns to January 21, 217,

Infoc 845-724-6880

-5 - i
New Dimension exhibitio

Maslerpleces of
California Arl.

Irvine Musaum Exhibition.
11am-5pm.,

Info: IndineMussum.ong

Granville Redmond Calin Canypbell Cooper (1856-1937) Guy Rose (1867-1925)
Flowers Under the Oaks Balboa Park The Blue House
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New Dimension Exhibition.

Give yourself (and your friends)
£ aholiday gift for

Subscribe to /CNV for FREE at:
IrvineCommunityNews.org

Follow Us on Facebook at:
Facebook.com/IrvineCommunityNews

Developers Put Profits
Ahead of Pre-schools

After nearly 8 years of service, I'll be leaving
the Irvine Child Care Committee (ICCC) at
the end of the year [ step down with a sense
of pride in our accomplishments, but with a | ScnoorWaren
serious concern about the future, fr Corelym fmmen’

Exercising Your Rights

“Mo person shall Interfere with Individuals
exercising their free speech rights within areas open
to the general pubdlic in shopping centers, apariment
complexes, and other private or public property open to
the general public,” — Imaxe's Freepos OF SFcH ORBNASCE

This month’s quote is excerpted from the frvine Freedom

WorpsWarcn
by Harvis E. Kervhnar®

Families move to Irvine because of the
Citys reputation for excellent planning and schools, including
pre-schools. Here's the problem: There simply are not enough
pre-schools and enough “slots”™ for Irvine's thousands of
pre-school children.

Forty years ago, when Irvine was a new City and land prices
were relatively low, it was possible for private pre-school operators
and religious institutions to build pre-schools. Carefully planned
residential growth kept supply and demand in balance.

Today, land prices are sky-high (nearly 54 million per acre in
new residential areas), making the purchase of land for pre-school
purposes extremely difficult. At the same time, developers have
put their own bottom-line profits ahead of the communitys needs
— theyve backed away from their traditional responsibility to set
aside parcels of land for
pre-schools.  Meanwhile,
the explosive development
of houses and apariments
authorized by the Irvine
City Council — some of
us call it overdevelopment
— has led to a surge In
demand  for  pre-school

slots for children -5 years old.

Several years ago, the ICCC met with developers to discuss
our concerns. The lack of respect for our Committee and its work
was evident throughout the process. Even before the meeting, one
developer's representative was seen rolling his eyes and actually
complaining, “Mow we have to talk 1o the housewnes.”

In the course of our meeting, one ICCC member chided
developers for “misleading marketing”™ in claiming that Irvine is
family-friendly when, in fact, for pre-schoolers and their parents,
that’s no longer true. The inability to find a decent, affordable
pre-school is anything but = family-friendly”

Our Irvine Child Care Committee advocacy led to the Citys
commissioning of a professional study that bore out our claims of a
serious shortage of hundreds of pre-school slots. Unable to deny the
problem any longer, one of the developer representatives said, “Well,
we agree there aren't enough slots, but whose responsibility is it to
take care of that? Well, developers and the Irvine City Council
used to think that provision of quality, affordable pre-schooling
opportunitics was a responsibility we all shared in Irvine.

He went on to say, “Women choose to work. ... Their childcare
is not our problem, and besides, if there is a shortage of child care
in one part of town, a parent can just drive the kids to another part
of town.™ RBut, there are walting lists for pre-schools all ever
town, and good planning dictates that each of our villages and
neighborhoods should have a nearby pre-school.

I"'m going to miss being on the Irvine Child Care Committee and
doing my part to urge Irvine's big developers — mainly FivePoint
Communities and The Irvine Company — to stop puiting profits
ahead of pre-school kids and their parents.

*Carolym Inmon is a refired Irvine teacher. She bas taught af virfually
every grade level, from K - 12, as well as community college. She served as
FPresident of the Conmmunity College Association from 2005-2007. Carolyn
welcomes comments and ideas af: Carolyn@IrvineCommunityNews.org

of Speech Crdingnee (which has been in existence for well
over a decade). As is the case with all laws safeguarding freedom of speech, the
rubber meets the road when someone exercises the rights that the law protects,

Omn Election Day 2006, | chose to exercise those rights on a public pathway
in the “Middle Earth” section of the UCH campus. 1was offering a political flyer
(in support of a candidate for Mayor of Irvine) to individuals who indicated that
they intended to vote that day. Two campus employees approached and stated
that what I was doing was forbidden by a campus policy because “Middle Earth™
was a residential portion of the campus and my activity, allegedly, was akin to
trespassing or invasion of privacy.

Rather than provioking an incident, [ sought out a campus official with suffi-
cient autherity to rectify this situation. [ met with Mr. Daniel “Dan™ Dooros,
Associate Vice-Chancellor of Student Affairs. After examining my fiver and
confirming that | was handing out flvers a sufficient distance from the polling
station located in Middle Earth, Mr. Dooros readily acknowledged that my activity
was lawful and | was free to resume distributing flvers.

It Is wonderful to have rights on paper: the abillty to actually exerclse
those rights is even more important,

*Warris E. Kershnar is a local attorney, specializing in Employment Law. He hax ved
in frvime for ever 30 years, and currently resides in Woodbridge.

STOP HUNGER NOW

My column this time is about an organization that
promates a different kind of “culture”™ — what [ call
a “Culture of Volunteerism and Generosity.”

Imagine this: 50 people packaging 10,000 meals in
CurroaeComseg J95t two hours, STOP HUNGER NOW is an organi-

by Mlavitym Vassos® zation that coordinates volunteers who are ready
et 100 Work: for a couple of hours packaging healthful
meals for people in need around the world. On Viterans Day, Now. 11th,
Women For: Orange County provided the volunteers to participate in
just such an event at IRW DS “Duck Club™ in Irvine.

There we wene, 50 of us who donated 525 each so we could package
10,000 meals. The Duck Club was alive with our activity. Each package
we put together consists of a plastic bag with rice, soy protein, dried
viegetables and 21 essential vitamins and minerals.

The STOP HUNGER NOW organizers assigned us to various stations.
Adfter filling the plastic bags, their
contents are carefully weighed, and
each bag is machine-sealed; the sealed
bags are put in boxes. “Runners™
make sure these operations are coordi-
nated, keeping an accurate count of
our progress. Each time we packaged
1,000 bags, a gong was sounded,
eliciting cheers that kept us motivated.

There was great satisfaction knowing that these Guatemala-bound
meals are going to be distributed through various developmental programs,
skills training programs, and orphanages that provide holistic support (o
break the cyele of poverty. For more information about STOP HUNGER
NOW, go to: www.stophungerorg. And for information about Women
For: Orange County, go to: www.womenfororangecounty.org.

*“Marilyn Vazzos is a retired Irvine teacher and Tong-time resident and supporter
of Irvine's cultural ares.
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Jake’s iPhone Tips: Hidden Features Revealed

by Jake Jacobs

his Is the sixth In a series of articles on how o get the most out of Your [Phone, 1 have been using
iPhones for more than five vears and have discovered hundreds of useful features within this
marvelous device. These articles will help vou discover the hidden power of your IPhone.

ConTtroL CENTER

Control Center puts
the most useful settings
in one place. And it has
been improved iniOs 10

Swipe up from below
thee bottom of the screen in
mast apps and access all
of the following settings.

Top row: Airplane

@006
(EE, e
(el
Ne0@@®

Made, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth,

Do Net Disturb, Rotation
Lack

Center cluster:
Brightness  slider,
AirDrop, Airplay, and
Might Shift.

Bottom row: Flash-
fight, Timer (and access
to other Clock functions),
Calculator, and Camern.

If you have an iFhone
6% or iPhone 7, you can
press your finger down
harder on the icons to
produce shorteut menus:

+ The Flashlight now lets
you choose from three
different brightness
levels.

* The Timer button offers
presets for | minute, 5

minutes, 20 minutes,
and 1 hour.

* The Caleulator displays
the last calculation
result and copies it into
the clipboard.

*The Camera button
offers Take Photo,
Record Sto-mo, Record
Video, and Take Selfic.

| New customers receive $20 OFF
first order over $S100*

Swipe right-to-left
for the media controls
(position scrubber, play’
pause, volume)

If you have Homekit
devices installed, swipe
right-to-left for the Home
app, (not shown here).

Although you can
access the Control Center
from the lock screen, it
is more secure fo turn
this access off by going
to Settings —+ Conitrol
Cenfter = Access on Lock
Sereen — Off. IT thieves
can access your Control
Center in the lock screen,
they can furn on Airplane
Maode and disable Find

iPhone which will prevent
you from locating and
recovering your iPhone,

.'rw.‘
-
2 =

=
E*
-}

3
Jake Jicobs

Jake Jacobs, a retired electrical
engineer, has worked many
years in the high tech arenas of
Silicon Valley, MIT, and Orange
County, where he co-founded
a medical device company.
He has taught introductory
computer science at Stanford
University. He has created
and taught iPhone workshops
lecally for three years. If you
would like more information on
Jake's workshops, check out his
website at JakeAirweebly.com
for the Fall schedule. Email Jake
at JakeAincox.net
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TeStFOrTOXiCS.Ol'g by Harvey H. Liss, Ph.D.. P.E.. Executive Director
2016 Ends with No Further Action in Sight on Toxics at Portola High

The November Sth City election
resulted in little change in the City
Council’s political composition.

Mehssa Fox, a  small-business
attorney and a sohd progressive,
replaces  Councilmember  Beth
Krom, who has retired after 16
yiears on the Council, ineluding four
years as Mayor. Termed-out State
Assemblyman Donald  Wagner
was elected to succeed Mayor
Steven Choi, and Christina Shea
was re-elected.  Any  sudden
majonity  Council  interest in
ensuring that the Porola High
School (PHS) site 15 properly tested
for toxies seems unlikely.

The TUSD Board has a new
member, Betty Carroll, an Irvine
Public Schools Foundation board
trustee.  Since she had the backing
of the IUSD establishment and

developer FivePoint Commumties,
it's unlikely she will insist on
altermg the Distriet’s stubbom and
iresponsible refusal to adequate-
Iy test for toxies at Portola High
School (PHS).

In October, 2016, a lengthy
letter from State officials (posted
on TestForToxics.org), did not
seripusly address any objections
to their previous determinations,

However, for the first time,
the State claimed without evidence:
“the school is considered safe for
use.” Previously, they were only
willing to write that the school site
“pequires no further action,” which
means only that all legally required
protocols have been followed.

The reality is this: After having
accidentally  discoversd massive
quantities of petrochemical con-

tamination in on-sile excavations
in 2014, and after 16 of 17 soil-gas
test wells on the site revealed “Jow™
concentrations of cancer-causing
and neurotoxicant volatile orgame
compounds (WVOCs) in 2016, it
appears that the 3300 mullion
PHS — now open to 400 mnth-
grade students — suffers from
site-wide petrochemical contam-
imation. In response, the State
reaffirmed their “guess” that the
contamination was caused by
IRWD recycled irngation water.
Moreover, the State’s clam
of safety implies a belief that the
“low” levels of contamination
found are safe, when even in 1948,
the Amencan Petroleum Institute
(APT) produced a remarkable
paper: API Toxicological Review.
It states: “it 15 generally consid-

ered that the only absolutely safe
concentration for benzene is zero.”
The US Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS), as well
as the State of Califormia, classify
benzene as a human carcinogen.

Mo one knows if there are not
higher concentrations of those
carcinogenic and neurotoxicant
VOCs on the school site. Only
site-wide testing and remediation
performed by an independent
firm, or continuous air monitor-
ing equipment installed inside
the buildings, can ensure the
safety of their occupants, Other-
wise, no one can predict when
VOCs will be accumulating
and entering the school buildings
and how they will be affecting
the health of teachers, students
and staff.

School Bus Safety Revisited by Phyliis Agran, M.D., M.P.H.*

17931 Sky Park Circle | Irvine, CA 92614

*Call us or email us at

info@kennytheprinter.com

On  MNovember
21st, uix cluldren
died and five
sustained  critical
injuries in a temble
Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee school bus
crash. Once again,
grown-ups failed to protect children.

While investigation of this tragedy
continues, itis already clear that fatalities and
injuries could have been avoided if the school
bus provider, Durham School Services,
had used newer school buses with lap/
shoulder belts. And, the erash mself could
have been avoaded had Duwrham School
Services and the school distriet itself done a
better job of vetting their schoal bus drver.

Let me remund our Imvine, Tustin and
other Orange County readers that Califorma
15 the only State in the nation that requires
all school buses manufactured after 2005 to
be equipped with lap/shoulder belts — no
exceptions. As pediatncians, we have known
for years that the prevailing occupant pro-
tection method called “compartmentaliza-
tion™ — closely-spaced padded seats with

lugh seat backs — 15 adequate. Chaldren
hterally fly out of the “compartment™ and
are at hugh nsk for ejection mn the event
of sudden stops, tums, swerves or side-
impact crashes.

As parents, grandparents, health profes-
sionals and conscientious citizens, what can
we do to better protect our school children?

* Contact School District officials at
Irvine Unified School District (TUSD) and
Tustin Unified School District (TUSD)
fo make sure your School District’s
contract with a school bus provider includes a
requirement — fully enforced — that
all vehicles deployed to our schools are
newer buses manufactured after 2005, and
equipped with lap/shoulder belts.

* Make sure your children — and all
cluldren nding i school buses — are
mstructed to “buckle-up ™

+ If a young child uses a booster seat or
car seat i your own car, that seat can be
used 1 buses with lap/shoulder belts

* Insist 1o all contracts with school bus
providers that these firms use the American
Academy of Pediatnics gwdelines: School
Transportation Safety, 2007

Six died in the Chattanooga school bus crash,
The contract school bus provider for
TUSD (which includes four schools in
Irvine) 15 First Student. In IUSD, the
provider 15 the same national firm, Durham
School Seraces, mvolved m the Tennessee
school bus tragedy.

A final fact to think about: School bus
safety — meluding the use of lap/shoulder
restraint systems — 15 not only essential to
save lives; it will dramatically reduce the
number of children imured 1n school buses
Remarkably, each year a reported 17,000
children across the country are treated
emergency rooms for injunes sustamned
school bus mishaps

and mention this ad to receive discount

-----—----_“—

*Plyllis Agran is a practicing Crange County pediatrician, @ Professor af the UC Irvine School of Medicine, and Past President of the Crange
County Chapter of the American Academy of Pedlatrics. Dr. Agran Is a recognized national expert in pediatric infary comtrel and prevention.
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£33, What Do YOU
'* Think?

Dear Readers:

With the November 8th presidential election and
the Irvine local election now behind us — and with
2016 drawing to a close — It's falr to ask what we've
learned this year about ourselves as a community.

For this lssue of frvine Community News & Fiews,
we devote this page of our Open Forum/Community
Volees section to the most Important issue that
came out of our lecal Irvine electlon — the
recognition that we are in the midst of a traffic crisis
that just about evervone agrees Is overwhelming
our community and degrading our quality of life.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Mayoral candidate
Mary Ann Galdo who, for vears, has been pointing
out that the Irvine traffic crisis Is developer-driven.
According to Galdo, who has been the City’s leading
growth-control advocate, the mathematles of the
traffic crisls are quite simple: Every new house
or apartment unit that is bullt brings with It, on
average, 2 cars and 3 people, who then make at least
4 Irvine automobile trips daily. The result Is evident
on our strects every day. The traffic Is exceeding the
capacity of our roads and intersections.

Over the vears, the average number of new
resldential bullding permits approved by the City
Councll and Issued annually has been about 2,000,
But under the developer-driven and Councll-
approved fast-growth policles of recent vears, that
number has more than doubled — to nearly 5, 6060,

Galdo’s proposal Is to place strict llmits on
the annual number of bullding permits that can
be Issued, while the City takes other urgent steps
to Improve traffic flow — such as dramatically
expanding our iShuttle transit system.

Galdo has summed up the appeal of her
proposition with a simple trulsm:  Traffic confrol
begins with growth control.

Does Mary Ann Galdoes proposal appeal (o
YOU? Do you favor it? Or oppose it? Take our
online Irvine Community Poll. Let us know what
vou think.

- FIL

Most residents understand Trvine's traffic mess is cansed by Council-ded
residential develepment policies — too much development, too fast.

What Do YOU Think?

Do you favor or oppose adoption of a City growth-control
ordinance that places a strict annual limit on the issuance
of new residential building permits, and requires voter
approval to exceed that limit?

Take the Irvine Community Poll!

Simply go to: IrvineCommunityNews.org/Poll

The Irvine Community Poll is owned by frvine Community
News & Views. Unlike other proprietary polls, we publish our
survey results. This is a way that your voice can be heard —

and we can help serve the Irvine community.
Look for publication of our Irvine Community Poll
results and comments in January.

\.s} o ‘!l -
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Before I begin,
is there anybody
in this audience

that I haven't
already insulted?

i i . - AT
Trump’s Appeal to Irvine Voters — May 2016

4 e e

Trump’s Supporters in Irvine — October 2016

Begining last spring, Irvine Community News & Views cartoonist, Steve Layton, tracked the strange and
seary Donald Trump presidential campaign — from a worried Irvine perspective. Now, af course, Trump is
the President-elect. But Irvine voters didn 't provide much support for him. Unefficial voting resalts in the
City of Irvine: Hillary Clinten received 52,000 votes to Denald Trump's 27,000,

A Letter of Congratulations and Gratitude

Congratulations to Melissa Fox on her clection to the Irvine City
Council! Elected to a four-yvear Council term on Mow, &th, Melissa
is sure to make her own affirmative mark on our City as a progressive
civic-minded attorney and leader.

Of course, she takes a seat on the City Council that has been held
by Beth Krom, who is retiring after 16 years of stellar public service.
Beth Krom was first elected to the City Council in 2000, going on to win
six more clections, including two successive 2-year terms as Mayor
(2004-2008).

It was my privilege to serve on the Council with Beth for all but the past
two years, so | had an up-close opportunity to work with this remarkable
friend and partner, who has done so much to shape our planned community
in ways that deserve our conlinuing gratitude,

+ Beth Krom was among the foremost leaders in defeating the
County’s proposed airport plan and replacing it, instead, with a vision for
a great metropolitan park — the Great Park — at the former Marine Corps
Adr Station at El Toro.

* Despite a devastating recession and the loss of State funding, under
Beth Krom's leadership both as a City Councilmember and Chair of the
Great Park Corporation, we managed to design and build major features
that now define the first 300 acres (about 25%) of the Great Park.

+ Beth Krom was among the original
founders and continuing leaders of the Irvine
Community Land Trust — a non-profit
entity created by the City to acquire land and
ensure the affordability of housing for many
thousands of deserving seniors and Irvine Forater Mayor Beth Krom

families. received a sustained danding
3 . oo ar !
Lo g L Wled. Show Ghen {bumflm::ﬁ{:

Beth Krom manages to capture in words and
phrases our shared commitment to build a vibrant, caring community,
Beth is right when she says, “Buildings don’t make communities; people
make communities,” And, speaking of our diverse and fully integrated,
multi-cultural community that she has done so much to ereate, Beth Krom
says with pride, “Here in Irvine, our children can grow up and experience
the world without ever having to travel beyond the borders of our City”

There is a gritty strength to Beth Krom as well. Since 2012, as our City
Council has come under the sway of developers, she has never hesitated
to remind us that a Councilmember’s job is not to dutifully serve rich and
powerful developers, but to serve the people of our City, especially the
least among us.

Thank you, Beth, for a job well done!

— Larry Agran

e

A, .-15_f



December 2016 Irvine Community News & Views Page 16

A Letter to Irvine Residents
from Mary Ann Gaido

Dear Friends and Neighbors:

I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank the thousands of Irvine residents who
supported my campaign for Mayor — as volunteers, as donors, and as voters. While

our close, second-place finish in the November 8th election for Mayor was not what we
wanted — of course, we hoped to win this election and change the direction of our City —
I want you to know that I remain so very proud of our grassroots campaign and all who
joined together to “put Irvine residents back in control of our City.”

For nearly eight months, scores of people poured heart-and-soul into our grassroots,
team effort — walking door-to-door, talking with thousands of Irvine residents, writing
letters and "spreading the word” about our campaign to restore Irvine’s high planning
principles and institute desperately needed growth-control policies,

We gave it our all, and for that I will always be grateful.

In the midst of our disappointment, I know one thing for sure: We have awakened a
sleeping giant! It became clear during the course of our campaign that tens of thousands
of Irvine residents agreed with our message: It is imperative that we take a "time-out”
from overdevelopment of our master-planned City.

While our message resonated with the voters, FivePoint Communities and other big
developers pushing growth at any cost funneled over $1 million into the Mayor’s race —
attacking me personally with a campaign of lies, smears, and character assassination.

S0, where do we go from here? Together, we must push back against yet more General
Plan changes that will result in even more overdevelopment — more traffic congestion,
more air pollution, more overcrowding in our schools, and the continuing degradation
of our quality of life.

Please join me in staying engaged in Irvine civic affairs. Together, we can and we will
shape a better future for our community.

Thanks again!
Mﬁé@

Mary Ahn Gaido
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