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P“ b I i Sh e r’s Part Two - Special

= Investigative
Perspective ==

As the publisher of this
newspaper, I take pride in
the outstanding investigative
journalism of Dr. Harvey H.
Liss regarding the dangerous
location of the proposed $300
million Portola High School.

The fact that the School
Board, the City Council (on a 3-2 vote), and
the State Department of Toxic Substances
Control approved and seemingly encouraged
the placement of this school next to dangerous,
hazardous chemicals is more than perplexing.

In the face of mounting evidence of risks o
health and safety, the School Board has not only
proceeded with construction (delayed for a period
by the removal of 78 truckloads of previously
unknown hazardous waste discovered in the
initial construction), but has also tried to keep
the findings secret from the public. as reported in
Harvey Liss’s article.

The School Board’s attempt at secrecy just
reflects its attitude toward the whole question
of dangerous toxins at the proposed site. In a
February 3, 2014 letter responding to questions
concerning the toxic chemicals located in the
nearby landfill, School Superintendent Terry
Walker stated: “It should be noted that the
landfills are not hazardous waste landfills as
termed in your letter.” What kind of nonsense
1s that?

Why are these public officials proceeding
with this clearly questionable site when other
better-suited sites are surely available in Irvine?
Who, besides the developers, benefits? These are
questions that we hope to answer 1n future issues
of this newspaper. Congratulations to Harvey
Liss for his persistence on behalf of the future
students, teachers and employees at Portola High.

%k&; JZM?_,

Franklin J. Lunding « Publisher and Editor
www.IrvineCommunitviNews.org

A lawyer and businessman, Frank Lunding has served
on the Irvine Planning Commission and, prior to that, as
Chair of the Irvine Transportation Commission. ..
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TOXICS AT NEW HIGH SCHOOL SITE
THREATEN $300 MILLION PROJECT?

Records Show Officials Concealed and Downplayed Toxic Contamination
by Harvey H. Liss

A year ago, when a former senior Orange County school facilities official was asked his opinion
about Site A — the designated location for Irvine’s next high school — he looked at the map and said,
“The Irvine School District has chosen the very worst place in Orange County to build a school.”
According to this long-time official, locating Irvine’s next high school at the former El Toro Marine
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(Above) Just 250 yards from the future Portola High School
is a capped, toxic waste dump that will remain a restricted
area. (Right) Portola High School (Site A) is precisely at
the end of runways where “it'’s well known that the military
dumped everything,” according to a former Orange County
school facilities official.

Corps Air Station — just 750 feet from an old military toxic waste dump (IRP Site 3) and near the
end of runways that were used for half a century — “would be a terrible mistake.”

Why? “Because,” he said, “It’s well known that the military dumped everything at the end
of the runways — 1t was a dangerous place for kids when the Airbase was operational.” And it’s
a dangerous place to locate a school today. He wondered aloud * why anyone in their right mind”
would put a school there, “when it’s virtually guaranteed that there will be problems sometime in
the future.™

The future is now. Irvine Unified School District’s (IUSD) Portola High School is in the
preliminary stages of construction at Site A, along Irvine Boulevard just outside the northeastern
edge of the Great Park. Now, new discoveries of toxic contamination raise many questions about the
earlier IUSD and State certification of Site A as absolutely safe for a $300 million high school.

A Toxics Email Trail
On Nov. 13, 2014, when construction workers were excavating soil to install a massive concrete
storm drain, they encountered toxic contamination, later described as “stained soil,” and stopped
work. An email later revealed that the contaminated soil stretched 29 feet onto the Portola High
School site; and the contamination permeated the soil between a depth of 15 and 28 feet. By the time
the toxic discovery was removed for testing and disposal, a total of 78 truckloads of contaminated
soil had been hauled away.
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| On Moy, 20, Denise Clendaming. the
- environmental corEultant © TUSD, deacribed
| the contumdnated sl a3 *pon-hazsodons™
| Two dsys earber. David Richter, Principal
. Envimonmental Scientist at  Bioyo & Moofe,
| the Citys own geotechnical and environmental
- congultant, woobe: W heve rendesved analytcal
| results.. Thesa fesulis indicaie bebwaan 1400
| and 3,700 parts per millon (ppm) of petrdenm
| hydrecarbons genemlly in the dlesel range, with
| some volatile consiments and naphthalenes
| possibly indicaling jet fuels,” [Under Calforniss
| Proposiion 65, naphthalens is Hsted as “known to
| the State Io cause cancer.”]
| S0 alarming was this dscovery that in his
| Mo, 18 emadl Richter provided 4 strong didective
| toCity staff: *Baged on the discovery of site soil
| confamdnation that wes oot anticipated by the
DTSC [Stale Department of Toxlc Subshnces
Control] school site review and approval proces,
wa mecommend that the City assmure that bofh the
- DTEC and the Irvine Unifed School District are
| informed of this changsd condidon.™
| Woarled sbout the “changsd condifion.
| he added these critical words: “Based om our
| expenience, it s ourexpectaiion that the DTSC
will reconsider fis prior approval of the PEA
| [Preliminary  Envirommental  Assessment |
| amd will..only re-certify the site for school
| comstrction affer it i satisfied that there iy mo
| sipmifcani risk to students or school workers. ™
[Emphes=i= added.]
|

Porfoly High Schonl Site A owd the mamnby, arpped oo wrste deoep wiitin [RP Site 3 mmw.@.nmmmwmm@uﬁmufnma

This callfor decartification and mode thomugh
testing of Site A and the Stabe's reconsideration of
ite prior approval of Site A went unbeeded by the
City, by the Schoal District. and by the DTSC.
For neany fous monihs — from Nevember 2014
Mimugh Febraary 2015 — e Serlousness of
e loxic conlaminalion rempined secel wniil a
Public Records Act request fied by this reporter
Brovight fhe Richier memo oul from the shadows

A Pattern of Secrecy
When former Councllmember Laimy Agra, a
Yong-time outspoken opponent of Site A, was okl
of the Richber memo, be questioned why this was
not immediataly put in foat of the City Councll
and School Board in public meetings tis past
Mormmibear. 1740 had been publicly disclossd last
Movember, perhags the headlong nEh o budk e
% hlgh school waotild have besan halied soomore
comprehensive testing for tomc conmtamination
coukl begln. Obviously, the previous testing
PIOETAM Was inadequabe.™
The Porlola High School omcs conlroversy
reflects what Agrmn calls "a pattern of secrecy
thatrisks the health and safety of future eachers,
sl and smdentz He makes a “smoking gun™
comparison of two Environmental Im pact Reports
(EIRs) that describe entirely differently the sume
toxic weste dump thatis just 750 fset northwest of
Sites A, whare Portola High is bedng bullt,
The 2003 EIR for the Oreal Park. prepansd
by the City, described TRP Site 3 as inclucing.
—+= cotirmed on page 3—=
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“mundcipal solid wase, scrap melal, incinemior
s=h, conatruction debeis, paint residues, unapecifed
oily wastes, industrial solvents, pdrantic Aud, and
engine coolants.” Yet, the 2012 EIR prepased fr
Heritage Flelde/FivePoint Communites to support
it restdential entitlement proposal for an additionsl
4,600 houses, deleted all reference to the contents
of the landfll. Tt described TRP Site 3 as smply
“the original former MCAS El Tom landfill, which
was operated 58 & cut-and-All dspoaal fcility™

When Agran and others tried o raiss questions
at City Councll meetings, at School Boam
meetings, and in communication with ITUISD
officlsls, they were either ignomed or scokded by
Superintendent TRrry Wilker for petting in the way
of buiking and opening Portala High School by
Saptember of 2016,

Agran says, “The low-potat for me as a City
Councllmember was Movember 26, 2013, when
the City Council abandened all pretense of good
land-uss planning. On a 3-to-2 vobe — 1
wag joined oaly by Councilmember Beth
Krom in voling “Mo™ — Mayor Steven Chol
and Councilmembers Christina Shea and Jff
Lalkway rammed-through approval of the
questionabie EIR and & massive amendment of
the City's General Plan that sliowed FiwePoint
Commundties to build 10,000 homes — many
thonzands beyond what was originally flanned
— &t the Great Park. Worse sHIL, it also put the
new high school at Site A"

“Mofeover,” sald Agran, 1 later kamed
there had been & major boxic conkminstion

duger or other disease clusters hegin o amerpe
at Poriola High School — just Hke they have at
Bewerly Hilla High School and Malibu Figh
Schoal — the City of Irvine could be locking at
open-ended Habdity posdbly fesching into the
billions of dollars, certatoly enough to bankrupt
ourentire City.™

Agran ssked the City Manager and the Clbys
apecial Jegal counsd for environmental affaim bo
confirm this undestanding of the law. When the
City's specisl counssl Robert Thoraton did o,
Agran ssied that the Thoraton memo be fekmsEed
o the public. The Mayor and City Council —
again on a 3-0-2 vobe — mefuzed I do 8o, The
apecial counsels memo and analysls — setting
forth the laws and theories wnder which the City of
Trving conld be held Habla for any harm causad by
Iowic expose — remains Iocked up at City Hall,
unavailatie to e taxpayers who paid forit,

Mow 16, 2013 - Emile Haddad (I CED of FivePoint Commun ities,

never excavated and consolidated omlo the main
{now capped) landnll This is appareally becausa
it Hea under Irvine Blwl. and was inaccessible.

A prebiminary work plan was presenbed o the
RABE. The work plan imvolves subsurface probes
to determine the nahire and exteat of the waste,
After scheduled fleld testing in April and May,
a report on Andings and recommendabions for

proceeding 18 expectad in Tune.

What's MNext?

When gsked shout this latest development,
former City Counciimember Larry Agran sad,
=“Irs good that the Department of the Mavy is
godng i do some additional testing, But lefs fce
it, with each new dscovery we're karning that the
tomic contamination and risks i fomre teachers,
stafl and shilents are even greaber than we thought
earier.” = Meanwhile,” be lamented, “TUSD and
the School Board are pushing ahead — spending
nearly $2 miltion per weak buflding a school on
a rlsky, contaminated site.”

When asked whats next, Agran said, “I
don’t know. ©F course, 1 think constnichion
ghould be halted right now — just a8 the City's
peatechmical and enviropmentsl consultast,
Duvid Richter, ecommendad. At s poiat, T
think there should be a thorough investigation
of this entire matter — by truly independent
aOiCes."

Agran pulled out his potebock and podnted
to 8 quote from the Safe School Siting Tolkit,
putlizhed by the national Cenber for Heslth,

discovery in the Agna Chinon Wash adjacent and Councilmember Jeff Lalkoway (r) conferring prior to the Environment and Justics. He then read
o Site A just 8 month before our Mowember 26, sweeping envirnmental and entiflement approval that put the aloud s categorical admonition that citizens
2013 Oty Councdl meeting, Agran concluded,  high school at Site A,

“The nature and magnitude of that dscovery —
it incindad 1.2, 4-Trimethylbenzens, a carcinogsn,
.atmnﬂjruwummmaunmmm—mum
brought b the Council’s attention. ™

Agran added, “Approving that sandbized.
flsiNed EIR may be catastrophic. It risks the
health and welfare of ters of thousands of future
students, Taculty and staff at Portola High — and
nearby homersners, oo — by rsking exposne o
toodc waste contaminants from TRP Site 3 or other
mib}rmurmma'orrmmﬂﬂaﬁ.“

Legal Liability
The “exposure” to boxic contaminabion iso't

ouly a physical matter. The City, as well as TUSD
and others, risk tremendous legal Hability for
widespread disesse, dizshility and deaths caused

among faculty, staff and shadents from exposure o
towins emranating from City proparty.

Apran, a public ioterest and emviroomentsl
lawyer, commentad, =If, for example, a *cancer

More Possible Contamination Mearhy,
More Toxics Testing

Perhaps jarred by the discovery of lowic
contaminaton at the storm drdn construction site
and af tha Poriola High School site, or bacanss of
presande from othars, the Department of the Py
(D) had commenced preparshons for testing
of a porion of TRF Site 3 — known 52 Area 1
— that extends completay under Irvine Blwl. onko
property owned by FivePolnt Commumites, where
many hundreds of houses afe now Elabsd D be
budlL

Atits Feb. 25, 2015 meeting. a report of this
work was presented o the Festomblon Adviscry
Board (RAE) — a local technlcal commitiee
ofpamzed by the DON (with participation of the
federal EP&. the State of Callfornla, and local
cifizens) o oversee the cleanup of the El Tom
Adrbase, 2 desipnated faderal Superfund clean-up
it eince 1990,

Waste dapozl Area T, within TRP Sibe 5, was

and governing bodies “should exclnde from
consideration sites which are on top of or within
1,000 fost of a stte or faderal Superfund or
Brownfleld ste, or 4 site whem hazardous or
partage waste was land Alled.” Agran addad, *It
conMn’t be more platn, could {17

When agked whether {1's just too labe o change
comrse, of even to Bop construction and start dolng
moe testing, Agran aaid, = IPs late all right, butits
never oo late 1o do the right thing.”

Dy, Harvey H. Liss, @ former Irvine Planning
Commissioner, Rolds a PRI in Applied Mechonics
ad i @ Colforsla Licensed Cvil Engineer
D Liss is @ lomphime resident of Whodbrldge, fhe

iconic Frvine village he helped design in the 1970x

For more, see Reporter s Notebook
by Harvey Liss on page 4

Next time - Part 3
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REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK — INNOTES TO SELF by Harvey 5. Liss

These are just a few pieces of the puzde I've been researching to exploin
why — agairst all reason ond good serse — IUSD has insisted on Site A
j'br its new high school, mannfectining all sorty of dubious rationales.
Unfortunately, many pieces of the puzdle ore still miming. <
FROM TOXIC TO “NONHA ZA RDOUS™ IN TWO DAYS
On Yo, 14, 2004, Dievid Richier, consulisg sclentst ibe ibe Clly of [ovire, senl an=mailm
City stuff, raporting oo {be inital {est resalts fmm the sionm deinswovaiion o Sbe A He nolsd
the dangeroes coscentrationt of petmilean. rpdmosrbodes (Jes) and nuphihalenss. Maphibolepes
P2 TR CL0CHICH BT (S ANEET- CRABEDE 10 enis
T duys luker, on Mo, M1, Diniss Clasdening, eovironmental comulant b be Schoal
Districl, emailed schoal facities officer Lioyd Linkon st [USD aod dewpibed e sune g mlls |
inbaniin terms Clasdening irvoked {be danm rostaracdom” tece. 4

Email from Dawid Richier 1o Bregg Gipe, Giy ol |.rE|||H from Dewiser Clendening do Lol Linien, |
Ipvire, 10-Hw-2H & IUED, 3 Hov-BH 4

We baer reviewsd asdyical resufs of sanplen ||| ik mighi be prudentif | caed Rans afthe IT3C |
mparisdy colleced by ENEED weslendyy from -.l'dn:i-.'.l-hl:nlll.lzl.rllll peirnkearn impaisd |
hmmmbmmmlmhhmlrhhlﬂl'uimhm Ii.ld'udlh'l'll
repd apsrne ol the sacepd e inte the pecavation Thess || being removed ... s I:|| i m'nhah-:-n‘hm
resutis rolicate beesen 1 430 ond 2,700 parks per Iﬂ'll in ron haaninus afer iy remosed. ||

ilion [ppn] of petrobeum hpdrocarbons 1
;Tu-;'::'p with some wlaile mﬁh“
arhhialenes, pamiblyindicming jr ok

Center for Health, Environment & Justice
Safe School Siting Toolkid

1. Cotegorical Exclusions for Condidate Sites " ¥ - e
Candidate sites for new school facilities e ek
{whether by new construction or leasing) |, .
shall emclude from considemtion sites which ' 07 ¢
are on top of or within 1,000 feet of a state or =
federal Superfund or Brownfield site, ora

gite where hazardous or garbage waste was

land filled. or where constuction and
demoliion materials wers disposed of.

The remarkable emails, reproduced below, were
obtained by a California Public Records Act request.’ %

CULTURE OF CONCEALMENT

O Ian. 5 2015, at 5:22pm, Harvey Liss sent an email to BEona Georges,
Project bdanager at the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTEC),
sking far information regarding the contarmination discovered on Mow. 13,
2014, during trenching for a siorm drain next to the schoal s, Site A

The mnext morning, on lan. &, at Ed0am. Demise Clendening, the
enviroomental comsualtant bo the TS0, sent Rana Georges the lab report dated
Mo 17, 2014, that showed diesel at 385 times that of the EPAs Begional
Soreening Level (EEL), and naphthalene, a known carcinogen, at 2% of the
RSL.

Tewenty-beo minetes later, at $ii2am, Clendeming sent an email o Lloyd
Linton, [USD Bxecutive Direcor for Facilides & Comtruction, and Lorde
Bz, IUSD Director of Facilities, that stated: “ Rona from the IFTSC called
thiz morning asking for an opdote since she received on email from
Harvey [Lis=] that coninminated =eil vas feund adjscent te the schoal site
during trenching..d just =sat to her the dato from Jm [ Werknsister of
FiveFoint Commumi ties] from the stockpile from an emnil he sent on Moy,
I8th...Kona snid she would keep us pested on further communication
with Harvey.™

Teo days later, on Ian. Sth, Clendening then sent an email o Boiz and
Linten, stating: ““Baged on the email exchange between Harvey amd Hons,
I do not believe the district should send him the nbormtory report. 1spoke
with Eona this merning and we agreed that Horvey will try to make o hig
deal out of this...If Harvey wants infermation on the impacted soil in
the storm drain, bow much was eccarnted. 8 map, etc. he sheuld ask 5Pt
[FivePaint Commanities] andfor the cityx. If Harvey shows up ot 8 schoal
board meeting o prepared resporse might be goad o have.™
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CITYWATCH

WHO DELETED THE TOXICS FROM THE EIR?

En.dF.ltﬂ.t-:' ARP St (O praal Lnd 51 oosvers || Hervhoges Fred s it = AP e
Sarres anad operaie b s 1343 s ummrmm&!ﬂuuaimﬂad H
195 1rin bediemvesd o snnimin manicipal salidweoks, || 1042 angd 1325 11w the -:ﬂnlllhmIE.I.EEl'

igind Landfl) ||

paind eakhes, pmpesdisd oily wien, il:l.ir'l:l il ll:lili'r.'
pobreni, bydraniu fuld el engine soslanis”
27 people were irrolvesd in wriling the 2002 EIR, and 12 people were conaulied, including 1 Ib:lnl
Heritage Fidda/FivePaint Communities. To this dag inquiries o the City — asang who r:piln:u:ll
the enfical sentence (in red) in the 2003 BIR that described the tonic conteniy with the benign|
sentence (in greenjin the 201 BTR — have gone oo e red. |

.P'nl.ll,ﬁw:.r.n" :hp.l!.rqurr Lo ad foaiss €3 r\-r'l'.lr:| f!.lq' Site Plass
" Locedion of wxteumer niswe Jrem
i oty _,_o-'-'"_'-'-'_'- mumiﬂlih-l-lqh;m
m mof parjiomed
L 1

- "

-

- . - HNote that an emtire
i * football fietd fits

- L -
i o between roil somples
EER Tl L 1] «om el G FIR [ I'

188

Ty rod Hﬂm\ﬂgdﬁuﬂ froum NLEED, skt fo amal e DTSk

of Tl Sabiaacey :ﬁm;mmmw 190N x

T BT Sam ples. Wiwze, Mie

st 3 et for F F inaaidens.

TPl whEre A & MEXieRDn Aeph of 1 5 e snd oaly & smmpler from 40 [,

Frisinl & Feguad par

THE MNOSE KNOWS

I 2008, ax EIR pregared by the Gity ol ke far e 1o 242, o EIR pregared by he Oy of bdne fr | 3y phhe. affernoen of Jan. 31, 2015, 1 visited the site of the storm drain
excavation where all the comtaminated material had been ostersibly
removed. As the wind shifted back and forth, a moderate petrochemical
worp mald, ineinersior meh, sensinstion debiris, || Tars leadBll, which was sperated oo 5 ok |rd-il|| odor was obvious at the fence, Testing should include air sampling. 'ﬂ

Aatd Nl foesAd e rivs e

DON'T JUST GET ANGRY ...
GET GOING!

SIGN THE ONLINE
SAFE SCHOOLS PETITION

GO TO:

www. [rvineCommunityNewsandViews.orgisafe-schools/ |

The Irvine Safe Schools Petition calls upon the Irvine School Board |
and the Irvine City Council to suspend construction of Portola |
High Schod {at Site A, along Irvine Boulevard) until indepemdens,
comprehensive testing for toxic contamination can be conducted at |
Site A, followed by remedial action to ensure that Site A is — and |
will ahways be — a safe site for Irvines next High School.

The Safe School Petiilon 1@ specksd progect of Fizming 2020, bee., @ Codirmb) non-pmgl
a.-,mmmg.mpn: of 5i -'mn'im.md O FpOrarTon dadianiad o ressarch, edveation mad i CRCE fior pMNNING exceencedn Freine, The |
o e mmceowE. BEe of 10 s pas | Sufe Szhools Pridiion i @ coopemarive progect w R Ervine Comminoiy Nees & Flines

ScHOoOL WATCH
by Carolyn Inmen

LEADERSHIP!

Where hove all the leaders gone? Is
leadership merely a title? Or i= it the
pourege to do whot is rght, even when it
memns admitting yon were wrong?

As president of the teachers’ umdom
at  Bdount San  Antonio  Commundty
College; and m satewide president of
e 11000-member Community College Association, I know that umion
representatives not only negotiate for salaries, they also megotiate for good
working conditions.

The: most important working condition is safety. Hers in Irvine, we find
that there is mounting evidence of serimes and poasibly widespread tomic
contammination at the ste of Portola High Scheol, now in the preliminary
shages of constroction.

How could this hoppen? Where were the Irvine School Disirict leaders
when we peeded them?

+ Where were the IUSD administratoms who wene charged with identi firing
and recommending a clean, safe site 7

# Where weme the Boarnd members who should heve demanded a better 40
acte school site from developers, instead of "going along o get aloog.™

+ Whers were the union officials — the Irvine Teachers Asscciabion and
the School Employess Amociation — who shonld have been protecting their
members, and everyone elas, from bealth risksT

+ And where were the PTA leadem who should have imsisted that smte PTA
stlandards and guidelines for eafe schaol stes be fiol koo d T

Where wers they T It appears they were in denial. Despits growing evidence
o the contrary, our “leadens™ have contioued o insst publicly that the Portola
High Schoal site is an excellent ome and will not harm our children or anyone
elaa at the gite. Thicis not just disappointing. its dangerons. Undemtandably,
it makes me ad mamy peopls angry.

From the pempective of a teacher, | am particulady wormried about the
safety of our teachem and staff. Of course, I'm concerned about the health
and welfare of Irvina's children. But the teachem and staff at the High Schoal
will b there year in and year out — fior 10, 20, oreven 30 years. They will
b sumtniming long- term exposure to orins and carcinogens (cancer-cansing
sgenis) during all that time.

I kmow thint these dedicated tenchers will deliver the superior educa tion
that Irvioe families expect. Butar onisanding edocation occwrring of an
mmfealthy lecation is mnacooprable.

For months — and even years — Irvine’s school leaders and City leaders
have been denying that & problem existe. Then, when denial was no longer
pomsible, they minimized and rotionalized findings of toxic oonmmminaton,
even as they rushed approwal of the Portola High School site.

We need baold leadem who are willing to confroat their past mistaken and
face up otk fact thst we hevre s gerions problem. [t's ime to sop coratruction
of Poriola High School — right now. It's ime o conduct comprehensive soil
testing and not resume construction of the High School unless and untl the
site: is certified to be eafe and clean, in keeping with Irvine's traditionally kigh
standards.

Carolyn lnmon is a reired Irvine teacher. She has faapght af wrually
every prade kevel, from K - 12, ar well as commuanity college. She served
a5 President of the Commanity College Associafion firom 2005 - 2007,
Carolyn welcomers your commenis and ideas af:

Carpler @ vineCommunitpNews. org

MoorLacH Wins IN ELECTION DAy UPSET
By Luis Alemdn

Former Oramge County Supsrvisor Jobn
Moordach won the March 17th special election
for the 3Tth State Senate District. Moordach
faced shte Amemblyman Don Wagner
{F-Irwine). Maz Mamazi. and Demoombic write-
in candidate Loumse Stewamdson. Moodach won
with 50.3% of the vote, followed by Wagner's
44.0'%, Mamazis 3.5%, and Stewardson's 2.2%.
Agoording to the Begistrar of Vobers, turnouat for
this election was just 14% of the nearly 492,000
voters registered in the 3Tth District. By getting more than 50% . Moorlach
avoided a May 3rd nunoff agairat Wagner.

Bdoorlach, speaking at an election night reception, said of the race, “We
had a great gmssroots effort. We had 1o deal with an opponent whao just
couldr’t tell a stmight siory. It showed despemton.™ The race wes marked
by negative and harsh campaigning between Wagner and Meorlach. Wagner
wees the heavy financial favorite as he significantly outmised the former
Supervisor and bepefited from beavy spending on his behalf by independent
expendire groups.

Wagner raised more tham $371000 and blhnketed the district with
mailem and television ads touting his candidacy. The Assemblyman further
bepafited from esmblishment Eepublican endorsements, incuding recenthy
elected Congres sroman Mimi Walters (B) who previously held the ssat.

Moarlach ran as a palitical outsider whio was not bound to the party
establishment and would be an cutspoken defender of conssrvative valuesin
Sacramerio

Both men. despite their conservative voting recomds, scught © portray
each other as libemls beholden to special interests. & point of comtention in the
moe was the morey that some urdons poured inio pro-Wagner independent
expenditure groups. Ooing oo the barch 1Tth election, Wagper wes ssen
as the favorite to win.

Themexpired State Senste term Labs through Decembier 2016,

Around the Toun
e &pchange Cib of Twine andhe Crossroack Spchange
Clud joined the OFEFA in Ranoring Chrange County's

Back (it fo mighryc Shaun Mille (Batialion =), Josh Bender (Batialion I, Dan

Boown (Batlilion 4), Chiuck Hrwking (S1aiT), Greg (Baitalion 77, Jorgs
Rohiledo (Batialion By, Feoar fieft fo righty: Meal McCann 0, Mty
Schuetz (Battalion 1), Ray MoQussn {Baitalion 5, Jason Jonss (Balialion &),

Thank you for your service!
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C ity Calend
Save the date for: g Ly Momnd: T - Wed 1;
IUSD TEEEI]_E]_‘ ﬂfﬂlﬂ Yeal' . TR YRRy ESEAYy COTnESOny

Y enaba e

MEFT TAE 20142013 413D TEACHERS CF IHE TEAR sl
This annual event honors the outstanding
teachers who make IUSD gne of the finest
school districts in the country. May 8,
a5 at the Irvine Marriott Haotel, 18000
Von Karman. 5:50pm. Tickets are $55.
The deadline for purchase is April 24.
Presented by the Exchange Club of Irvine.
Info: Vicki Harris 9449-457-6:363

Irvine Fine Arts Center
Exhibitions
Hiromi Takizawa: Flora and Fauna
Exhibition: Now-April 18

Glozs artist Hiromi Takizawa creates
guiet, meditative installations inspired
by the environment of her native reghon
in the monntainside of Magano, Japan.
Utilizing glass light, waber, soumnd

and plants, Takizawa explores natuns]
phenomena that surmounded her doring
her formative vears, Takizawa's work

captivates with its pensive nature amd
noatalgia for a place left behind.

History Repaints Itself
Exhibition: Now-April 18

History Repaints ltself is a group
exhibition that pays tribute to inmovative
masters of the past through re-imagined
of referensed renditions of keonie and
classical art. This educational project
challenges viewers to contemplabe art
history and jts eontemporary infloence,

fioen oadl foenz

ITSELF

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Planning Commizzion Meseling.
Ivvina City Hall S:Z0pm-Bpm.

m

o

i

Full Moo Hika.Ecrmer Canyon.
Gi:30 - Bpm.

Infi: LateGo0uske.org

1“’“

di

Wriler's Ink. Katie'Whealar Library,
220pm. This raading and wilting
workshop ks for 12t - 2rd grades
enly. It Buglt by WisrS ink 3
High School group of volumers,
only the first 25 will be saatad
downetalre In the |:I]I11I11I.I1|t!|| Room
anch Saturday at 3:30

Imin: 7146604752

Adoptable Pet of the Month

Each lasue we fentares
ani *ndoptable” pet
from the Irdne Animal
Care Ceter.

The Irvine Animel
Care Cemter (LAOC)

is n progressive and
innoveative mankeipal
animnl shelter that
enntinually strives to
strengthen the human-
enimmal bond snd
imiprosee the welfare of animals by promsoting their humane care
and trestmeent. The Center's 3.73 acre, park-like facility cares for
thousands of homseless, neglected and abosed animals every year-
All snbmals bn thedr care recelve veterinary enre, high-guality
oo, soft bedding and daily socdialization,

CEr

T

“Dexter” Is & male, neatered, Minintore Pinscher, wreighing 2o
ponds. He ks roughly 4 years old.

For more information abhomt “Dexter” and otber adoptabde pets,
or the [ACT all gga-724=7740 or emadl info@indmeshelter.ong

e s m
Eastar, Brahy Bookworms Aeading Haryee Wildiower 3aed B the | VolumBer Progrem niormation Bown on ihe Fam - Preschool | Spring Garden Wankshop.,
Kalie ‘Whaaler Library. | Praschoal Slorytime. 11am. Hallve 3aad Farm. S0 upta Eemslon. Progam. OC Too Bl irving reat Park Famm + Focd Lab.
Cerlied Farmars Markal. | The Brainy Bockworms Great Books Book Club Fpm. | help benind the scenes at the :30-7:30pm. Irvine Ane &= Center, I Park. Leam about amm | 401 1am,
0C Great Park 10am-2pm. | Reading Group |s hostad 4512 Sandburg Way. Ivine REnch Consanancy’s Frea. animile Inchuing chickens, pigs.
piain or BHnA ty Hh School wolunkaers one-o-a-knd Nate Saed Farm me, shaeg, and mon ! Clss
for COlren N 2nd and and [ o e coe e I Iving! Toaks and traning wil ncludes hands-on karning, in
Etary Time In ha Barden. greds. 4-5om. " ts providad, and no experenca crats, and maeting 200 wnimak
O Great Park Farm + Food L e s T Sy i B
Lab. 18-11am. Inlo: 714-56 e o 5 e
Inin: LebsSoduizids. o :
nnu’gmnnm one adult). Parkin
fea: nwunln raquired! 3l
714-573-6546 10 reglater.
15] 16}
Tex Fanatic / Zina Night
OC Muzeum of A,
| Shont &y ITH.F.HI'H orfanzing,
1 *znas” are sa-publcations,
- mitivatad by & dasina for saf-
X A siprEaEion. FAEE Admision
- dlons welcome).
- B, . HB:I m:t gf""r.,"ﬁ. lr'_E =
- = L i EAD ic
I Gl T EPark g T H "’ﬁqu AdE-758-1122,
|y | . T,
o - Emall: nfo@0cMARe
m 2y 2 m
Marke. Fiinezs Hika on You Day: Ba gertle wkhour | Chaes Club al Univeraily Park Wewporl Beech FIim Festival. | Semsoned Chels Culinery
L Park. 10am-2pim. Pavad Hicks Heul Road Pianta? Presentad by: UC plangl Earint w. Aprl 22-20. Workshop.. Graat Park Farm . Food
Rain or Shine. e Enoperative Extenzion 4612 Sandburg Way. La. 10-Hium.
Masters Gardaners of Info: NawporiBsachFImFestcom | injo: OCGROng
Chiltren's Ganden Workshog | 'M0: Lets00uside.on g G nlo: 043 7HE- 4001
Ereal Park Fam + Foad Lab. b
Katla Whieler Library.
11am-1pm. Earth Day at the ot
El-an Ejlilurql Great Park .
n 3
1o Info: 714-685-6753 FILM
Imh: OCGR.0n FFSJIIT VAL
& i 27 28
Carlified Farmars Markal, Park Lbrary. City Councll Magting. Sumel Yoga. Bommer Canyon. | Homework Help. Kitle Whaeler
0 Great Park 10am-2pm. TF:J:;H Eﬂlﬂl;lm- Inding CRy Hall. Spm. - 7:300m. Libirary. 2:200m.
P. 2pm.
bt .- e info: Lets So0utelte. o Int: 714 662675
b OCGROmg et M :
Info: 249-786-4001
__I{F Gumt Purk Ballson Rida .
i For further information on calendar events go to: eityofirvine.org or call 949-T24 6606, )17 oo Thum S saikar parmittig.

Ol (26 BIN-JEIN,

7

Free Tax Prep Service

Tax seagan i herel The City of Irvine, in
partnership with Crange County Unived Way,
Irvine Valley College and the Orange County
Ume-Stop Center, I8 offering free tax preparation
servioes to taxpayers who earmed less than $60,000
in 2014- Cualifying taxpayvers whao live, work or
aftend school in Irvine can receive help filing their
Lasces from [RS-treined and certified voluntesrs,
whao will aleo assist eligible taxpayers in neealving
the Earned Income Tax Credit when applicable.

For more information or o schedule o tax
appointment, contact Orange County United
Way al 1-BB8-454-H24H.

Place Your Ad
HERE

For more information on our ad programs
call (714) 406-1831 or email
info@irvinecommunitymews.ong
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SPOTLIGHT ON SMALL BUSINESS

by My Bcmonds DENNY’S AT OLD TowN IRVINE

Sia Adabkah, Owner - 14062 Sand Canyon Avenue / Irine, CA 92618 - (040) TE6-2600 - www.Dennys.com

When people think of a Denoy’s restaurant, they usually don't think “smoll buzineas™ But in fact, that’s exactly what Denay’s in Old Tewn Irvine
is — it's n amnll, independantly-owned buzineas with a wonderful personal siocy abtnched to it

Fifty yeara ago, Sin Adabkab, then o young man, came to this country in search of his Americon Doeam. Caly 21, with a suitcase full of books and
a few clothes, he left behind family and the ooly culture he had ever known.

Like many immigrants, Sin srggled. He got an eadly introduction o the * restourant buaineas™
by working as a dishwasher while on his way to earning his MBA. In time, b became a husband
and father, raizing hiz young family. He gravitated towand a career in banking, ultimabedy
becoming VWice President of a Weills Fargo Branch.

When a deat friend suggestad to Sia thot they open a usiness topether, Sia's life chongad. Ha
eatablished a melatiorehip with the Denny’s Corpodation, opening a restagmat in 1999 in Dana
Point: in 3000, Irvine; 2002, San Jaun Capistrano; 2009, El T and 2011, Mission Veijo. All
together, he now employs mode than 200 paople,

I a City that croves indepandent busineses, the Denoy’a in Old Town Irvine (at Sand Canyon
and Burt Read — at the 5 Freeway) has a real chameter of its own. Like most of 00 Twn
Irvine, this Denoys has a bit of a *retno™ foel — mqhamhn-:kmﬂ:uaﬁrl?ﬂﬂa.‘uutal, S
least hock to the §0= and T0s.

Long Hmamaﬂawlmuﬁﬂ:unundmemy’u[ﬁthmumﬁmfﬂmm. -
old-fashioned valuea that Sia espouses and that hove contributed to the busineas's succass | '!:'. i
— inteprity, hard work, courtesy and respect. "

S0 come on in with your family, your friends, or your business colleagues. Eﬂjl:l]"ﬂ.' -
good meal o just a simple cup of coffes. Whatever your coder, yourll be treated well, that's
for gure.

TuANK You To THESE IRVINE BUSLNESEES...WH You
Can Pick Up IrviINE Community NEws & VIEwS

Aliom refAlion & fre Herit Plozs / Calver & VWalnat Dshorm St/ East Yale L & Barranco

Dromut Smar Dir. John Pasko, DDS
Eriger’s for Your Pets-All Maharal Life Trr. Ghantnekar, DDE
Bdooyab burgers- foes-shakes
Ealphs Parkview Center / University & Michelson
Farm Dhireci Markei
1-HOP

April 2015 Irvine Community News and Views Page 9

& Irvine Center Dirive
All That Barbedqua / Koresan BEC)

Faxwell's Salom of London

The Car Spa University Park Center
Calver & Michel=on
Cypress Village Shopping Center Barber Shop
Jeffrey & Trobuco Hen House Grill
Albertsons JLren. Bakery Cafe
Cumin Mag's Donuts & Bakery
Dia Luau Hawadian Grill Tacos & Ca.
Farm Stunds
Manasserc Farms Fremch’s Bakery
on Jefirey Between frvine Wlley College & Starbucks Coffes
Barmnog Fankweay Subway
Manassers Farms
af the corner of Jefffrey & Whilmnt Westpork Floan £ Alton & Calver
Albertsors
Harwmrd & Michelzon Eprouts Farmers Barket
Irvine Lanes Jack’s Surfhoands Starbucks Coffes
Mustard Cafe
Harvard Ploce ! Horyord & Main Oirange Theory Fitness Woodtbridge Yillmge Center
Einstein Brothers Upper Crust Pizza Champagne French Bakery Cafe
Irvime Optomeatry — Dir. Roth Thng, 0.0, CorePower Yoga
Mutrishop'Sports Natritian C#d Tewn Irvine / Sand Conyon & 5§ Fwy Trvine Car Wash
Ralphs Denmy's Festaurant Fedegn Blectric Fikes
Ruhic's Enowhwood Fauby’s Diner
Z-Pizza Treubaft's Fine Jewelry
gt

DelllIVs ‘Dennys/

JOIN US IN APRIL FOR OUR BUY ANY ADULT ENTREE
GRAND CELEBRATION AND BEVERAGE
(The Sand Canyon construction is near ly complete!) AND RECEIVE
A DESSERT

14962 Sand Canyon Ave. (at the |-5 freeway) - Old Town Irvine
(949) 786-2600 - www.Dan nys.com

FREE

149672 Sand Caryon Avenue, Irvine CA 92618
(249 Ta6-2 600 - www. Denmys.com
Oiffer expines 6/30/15

| = —----r-nr-t_, .
& o e e, AN o P rELY AT
I-ptu--qu-q s Sulp g’
ORI 6 e FL e T A ). (0 Pried i

h---------------

SENIORS AND FAMILIES WITH SENIORS

Making real estate decisions when you are a Semor 1s different!

Does this sound like it applies to you or your family? Have all options been explored?
* ks moving the best alternative? If so, where?
+ What are the tax-related implications of the sale?
* Do you needa variety of services:
Handyman? Accountant, including tax advice? Senior moving specialist? Housekeeping?
Elder law Attorney for wills'trusts? The counsel of a lender? Home health care?
Estate sale specialists? Access to community resources? AND MUCH MORE!

f'ﬂf?-ﬁ'.{mlﬂﬂ}fm.smff}fﬂu — FREE —
this informative booklet,

Moving On
A Guide to Housing Related Resoutces

Jane Olinger
Realror®, CRS, SRES

Contact me at (949) 537-2758 or go to CalBRE #00766511
irpin emmm.e-m.i{}'ﬂ m.-s.mgaj'dﬂerﬂfiﬁ FEr jancolingeriear. nct

g (Wi 949-786-3237 Home Office

g e =g 249-451-1296 Message Center

RE/MAX Premier Realey RV &
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Owr “Oipen Fonam™ and “Community Yoices™ —
as well as our “Lrvine Community Poll” — have
proved o be the most popular interactive feabires
of frvine Commumity Nevs & Wews. Of course,
we wekome all comments and opinions. Whila

Irvine Community Poll Results...

“Should IUSD halt construction and order

more testing for toxic contamination at the
new Portola High School site?”

This online poll was taken in the first half of March, and
attracted hundreds of participants. Here are the results:

W Yes, WD should halt
construction and order more
testing.

| Mo, IUSD shoald not halt
construction and order more
tesking.

Stop the construction! I'm ot sending my kids there unless thia is taken
cae of!

- Rubry Fan

Adyorne who thinks it i ckay to move forwand without further testing
arnd weighing the impacts o people should immediately move their entire
family o the site and live thera,

- Melinda Nightengale

I cao't believe they ever broke pround on this site, knowing what was
known lag year. Porget furthes testing. Theevidence of probable donger
is already in. TUSD shouid abandon the toxic site and build the new high
school on SiteB. And whereis the ITA's (Trvine Teacher A ssociation) voice
in this? They should be speaking out loud and clear. Ewen considesing
the possibility of sending teachers and shadents to o toxic site is ohaclubaty
unncceptabda.

- Jean Anne Tirner

i Ms. Turner was Imvines Bacher of the Bar, 1088 and 2000,

ANOTETO OUR READERS...

Poll Comments

wiz can only publish a representative sample of the comments and
opinions we receive, I want our readers to know that our staff reads
and appreciates each and every e-mail or letter you send our way
Keep "em coming ! s

“Phrtdn ng:'i where every class will be a chemistry class!™

High echools are coversd with cerment and tarf. It's o non -issue,
- Eell Hovion

The IIED must ersure that the boilding site and surtounding area o
free of tomic contamination. IUJSD mus aot play with the health and
welfare of fuhire students, teachers, and schoo] pemsonnel.

- Rogelio Come

Age you kKidding?
- Rairicia Fairbanks

TUSD should cancel afl construction in this aren.
- ferey James

Ignoring the sfety and health of future sudants ia inemcuzabls,
- Jason Ng

What the hell are they thinking?

- Narhan Of
o —= pomtinued on page 11 -

April 2015
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I am in total shock and disbelied thot the IUED is ot ooly ignoring and
dizmiszing the soil test results at the Portcla High School site, but thet
they apparently am doing everything possible to prevent the reaults from
- Michael MeNama

Wa should not ploy garmes with the bealth of cur children. Tt will be more
coat effective to start testing now fathes than waiting o see victims of
expoaie to tomic materials later, and then close the school

- Ashsgf Elmashar

Why do you want to poison thess Kids? Remember that bigh school in
Mew “Hock that was built on a toxic waste site and kids wese developing
ties? And nemodogical issues? This could be you. Be esponsibla.

- Berry Keen

It is arrogant to baild & school on 8 owic site. This shows how aome
private buzsinesses will do whatever it takes to poofit, no matter what
the cost, and bow some of our currently elected officials are oot waly
operating in the interests of the peopls. Blected officinlz need to sbep up
and dowhat's right for the bealth and well-being of the community. This
shouldn’t have even gotien o this poiot of debate. Owr elected officials
nead to quit operating in the interesds of the highest bidder, and do what's
right fior o children.

- Calvin Tadker

It would be such o disappointment if more testing was not done fior the
safety of our children!
- Denlze Aalameddine

It iz inconcedvable to me that all possible caution and cade i8 oot bedng
taken to enmire that a public school i3 not © be built in a dangerous
area. [don't hove the knowladge to determine if Site A iz safe or not, but
supaly it can be deterrnined conclusively whether of not toxie chenicals
could impact the health of students and aduis who will be spending
great periods of time there. Why is the School Board oot demanding
immediate, extansive tess?

- Miriten Smith

I think Evine should holt constmaction on everything, We've become
ao over-built and overpiown that oow welre building on contaminated

ground. It's sad.
- Eelli Priers

This iz a no-brminer. They need o do exbenzive testing for any tomicity.
This is for the health of our children, our fubare leaders.
- Thay Ngayen

The

by Framkfin J. Lunding

In Bnuary 2013, the Irvine City Council, acting upoa a moton
by Counclwoman Christing Shea, voted to spend up to $250,000 oa
1 "complanceforensic andit™ of the Crange County Great Pask for
Ihe years 2005-2012. Curiously, this so-called “independent” fovensic
aucit was 1o be under the supervision and direction of a two-member
Council “subcomimites™ corsisting of Councllmembers Christing
Shea and JefT Lallowsy. Mone of the remaining Councilmembers were
1o recelve information developed by the “auddl™ okl the infbrmation
was publicly disclcsed. The cost of the audit was D be 0o more than
$250,000 — & pricey amouat that dwarfed the cost of move than a half-
dogen previons Great Park andils durinog the same 2005-3012 period.

One year later, in January 2014, the sccounting frm sdectad to
handle the audit, HSMO, presented a “prefiminary report™ of their
fndings. The report contained MImerous emors — e most abvious
of these erfors was the cladm by the sccountants that $38 million n
Great Park funds was “missing.” In fact, the $38 milHon was safe
and sacure with he City of Irvine. As mandsted by Stabe law, thesa
runds were transfersed from the hooks of the Great Park to the City of
Irvine o be held in 8 special housing set-aside fund. 17 the auditars had
bothered to simply sk the City Manager, this Jegally required tranafer
wonld have been eagly confirmed, sparing HSNO, the Shea-Lalloway
mﬁmmmﬂi}'ﬂﬂm{m ntmx:la.ymumr.

Yot & majorkty of the City Counctl decided i proceed farther with
HSMO — these same incompetent accountants and anditors. Since
Ianuary 2014, the costof the “audte” has ballocned to over 31.5 milkon,
with moe than 20 depositions ke,

Complaints apsinst the suddt and the auditors have teen Med with
Ihe Califorma Board of Accountiacy and the Califorma Attomey
Claneral. Tn adtiton, State leglslative committees 10 Sacrmento ae
corsidering A request by lewmakers o direct independent State audiiors
10 it the Grreat Park audit™ to identfy auct improprieties and the
poesible misuse of public fuads for political purposes.

Frvime Commamiy News and Views has feceived numercus
written and verbal criicisms of this so-called “sudit.” Mog of thesa
communications angrily question how this “forerstc andif” has turned
ini an expensive, publicly-funded polificsl witch bunt, penersting
outright falsshoods which were usad in the last City election.

Since ths enbre “andit” process has been short on facts and
long on politics, IOV has refrained from feporting oo the political
machinations. This does not mean that we are oot following the story.
O the coatrary, future ICNV articles will meview e Great Park audit,
its Rndings, and related materials for veraciy, W will investigate any
misuse of public funds for poliical purposes, which would bea violation
of Stabe law. We will aleo ook fofo allegations that the accountants,
auditoms, Lewyers and related oihers iovolved o this “audit” may have
themaeves been aiding the politicians who provided them $1.5 million
in Expayer funds,

Great Park “Audit”

Letters to the editor are welcomea, Pleaszs indude your namea and ZIP code. Letters for publication must be

addressed to Editor, 4199 Campus Drive, Suite 550, Irvine, CA 92812 or email Editor@inineCommunityMews.ong.
Letiers may bo edited for publicaton. Unpublished letiers will not be acknowladged or returmed.
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Paid Advertisement

Kenny the Printer Gives
Back to the Community

| GHARITIES AND NON-PROFITS

Contact us to hear about our
| Charitable Give Back Program

In addition to great pricing, |
Kenny the Printer will give back a portion of
every print order referred by your organization

Kenny has put thousands of dollars back
into our community through this program

949.250.5212

www.kennytheprinter.com

________
r3epar

nmﬂwrl 10ty Elements

glv%ack@kennytheprmter COTN.

@ Irvine Community News & Views, LLC dba Irvine Community News & Views 4199 Campus Drive, Suite 550, Irvine CA 92612,
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